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The Foreign Agricultural Service of the U.S. Department of Agricul- 
ture today reported the following developments in U.S. agricultural trade. 


Cumulative U.S. agricultural exports during October-January 1986 
totaled $10.3 billion, down $2.8 billion (21 percent) from October-January 
1985. Export volume so far in fiscal year 1986 totaled 44.9 million tons, 
down 17 percent from the 54.2 million tons exported during the same period of 
fiscal year 1985. 


Agricultural exports during January 1986 totaled $2.54 billion, down 
$593 million (19 percent) from January 1985, and 4 percent below the $2.64 
billion exported in December 1985. Export volume for January totaled 11.2 
million tons, down nearly 15 percent from the 13.2 million tons exported 
during January 1985, yet nearly unchanged from the previous month. 


The sharpest year-to-year value declines in exports so far in fiscal 
year 1986 have been in wheat, corn, cotton and grain sorghum. These declines 
were only partially offset by value gains in soybean meal, livestock and 
products, dairy products and feeds and fodders. Grain and feed complexes for 
October-January 1986 reflected decreases in both value and volume from the 
same period of fiscal year 1985, although several individual product groups 
showed some gains (wheat flour, dried lentils, oats and feeds and fodders. 


U.S. agricultural imports during October-January 1986 reached $6.9 
billion, up 6 percent from the $6.5 billion imported during the ee tee of 


fiscal 1985. The overall net surplus of agricultural trade during ~ =< 
Oe oe taee er 1986 amounted to $3.4 billion, down 48 percent from a Bnet 


surplus of $6.6 billion during the same period a year earlier. ae =< p 
; <% cf eile sd 
so "1 yo 

U.S. Agricultural Trade on* pend te 
(Billion dollars) © = : c 
ao 
warren FISCAL YEAR-------~-- ---------0CT-JAN-------<= 
1985 1986 Percent eles 1986 Percent 
Actual Forecast Change Actual Actual Change 

Exports DUaZ 28.0 -11 1. 1 MDs) -21 

Imports liga 2130 +6 6.2 Gra +6 

Trade 

balancel/ 11.5 7.0 -40 6.6 3.4 -48 


1/ Totals and/or percent changes may differ due to rounding. 


LYNN K. GOLDSBROUGH, Editor, Tel. (202) 382-9442. Additional copies 
may be obtained from FAS Media and Public Affairs Branch, 5922-S, Washington, 
D.C. 20250. Tel. (202) 447-7937. 
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